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Opening Thoughts? 

• Have you ever submitted an SPE Paper abstract? 

– Was it accepted? 

• Have you ever written an SPE paper? 

• If no to the above, why not? 

– What questions/concerns do you have about writing an SPE 

paper? 

Informal….Ask Questions!! 



SPE Experience 

 Joined SPE in 1982 (while in university) 

Became active in SPE International ~10 years ago 

SPE Dallas 

 Co-authored over 30 papers (first paper in ‘94) 

 Served on ATCE Technical Committee 
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Why Write a Technical Paper? 

 Preserve your work and ideas 

 

 Transfer knowledge to others 

 

 Build your reputation (and your employer’s) 
 

 Professional obligation! 

 



Why Write an SPE Paper? 

 Rigor & Exclusivity:   

 Highly selective process 
 



Exclusivity of SPE Papers 

>12,000  
abstracts submitted 

~3,500 papers accepted 
and presented 

~1,000 papers 
submitted for 
peer review   

~450 
papers 

published 

< 5% of all abstracts are 
published  

as peer-approved articles < 30% of all abstracts are 
accepted as manuscripts 

2010 Data 



Why Write an SPE Paper? 

 Rigor & Exclusivity:   

 Highly selective process 
 

 Exposure & Longevity:   

 >35 Technical Conferences Worldwide each year 

 Seven SPE Journals 

 OnePetro.org – SPE’s Online Manuscript Database 
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Total number of downloads in last 30 days (Jan ‘15) 



OnePetro.org Facts and Figures 

 SPE is responsible for OnePetro 
 

 Multiple societies / Publishing partners 

Including SPE, SEG, SPWLA, etc 
 

 Over 150,000 papers   

69,000 SPE papers 
 

 ~3.5 million downloads each year 

Over 3500 SPE papers added annually 
 



Why Write an SPE Paper? 

 Rigor & Exclusivity:   

Highly selective process 
 

 Exposure & Longevity:   

>35 Technical Conferences Worldwide each year 

Seven SPE Journals 

OnePetro.org – SPE’s Online Manuscript Database 
 

 Fulfill SPE’s Mission:   

“To collect, disseminate, and exchange technical knowledge concerning the 
exploration, development and production of oil and gas resources, and related 

technologies for the public benefit; and to provide opportunities for 
professionals to enhance their technical and professional competence” 



Who Benefits When You Write? 

Showcase innovation 

Enhance reputation 

Attract customers 

Promote our industry 

Transfer knowledge 

Disseminate best practices 

Improve journals 

Enhance meetings 

Promote our profession 

YOU!!! 

SPE 

The 
Industry 

Your 
Company 



Do I Have What it Takes? 

 A good topic? 

  Case History, project, process, workflow, lab study, etc 
 

 A willingness to share your knowledge? 
 

 The time? 

  To write the abstract & paper and make the presentation 

  The manuscript could take many days/weeks to write 
 

 Company approval? 

  To publish the paper and data 

  You and your co-authors 

  To travel to conference to present 

 
 



The Process 

Program Committee: 

Event Technical 
Scope Defined 

Program Committee: 

Call for Papers 

Program Committee: 

    Abstracts Rated &                
Program Selected 

Author: 

Paper Writing 
  Instructions 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 

Author: 

Present Paper 
At Conference 

Author: 

Submit Paper 
  for Proceedings 

Journal Article 

OnePetro 

Peer Review 

How does it 
all start? 



Find a Conference 

 Calls for Papers at SPE website 

 www.spe.org  

 Events Calendar – sort by region, calls open, topic 
 

 Choose conference that matches your topic/timing 
 

 Everything is submitted online 
 

Program Committee: 

Event Technical 
Scope Defined 

Program Committee: 

Call for Papers 

http://www.spe.org/


Writing the Paper Proposal (Abstract) 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 

 Before you start 

 Note the timeline for submission 

 Consider co-authors 

 Reconsider company approval and timeline 
 

 Does your idea relate to the Meeting Scope? 
 

 MEET THE DEADLINES!!! 
 



What is an Abstract? 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 

 Clear, concise summary of topic/paper 
 

 Communicates to reviewer why your abstract should 
be accepted 

 Make it good – you only get one chance 

 No one will ask for clarification 
 

 Treat it like your resume/CV 
 



Four Parts of the Abstract 

 Objectives/Scope  

 25-100 Words 
 

 Methods, Procedures, Process – overall approach  

 75-125 Words 
 

 Results, Observations, Conclusions  

 100-225 Words 
 

 Novel/Additive Information  

 25-100 Words 
 



Elements of a Good Abstract 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 

http://www.spe.org/authors/docs/prepare_paper.pdf 

 Good title 
 

 Clear and concise 
 

 No grammatical or spelling errors – PROOFREAD! 
 Use proper, clear English unless otherwise specified 

 

 State significant new information 
 “This paper will discuss/present……” 

 

 State who will benefit from reading this paper 
 “This paper will be useful to those who……” 

 



23 

Title:  Characteristics 

• Critical to abstract acceptance 

• Employ “buzz-words” of the day (shale, completion, case 

history, unconventional, popular reservoir names, etc) 

• Don’t be afraid to be provocative 

• Focuses reader’s attention on paper content 

 



TP’s “Top Four” Downloaded *Papers 

• SPE 115766 – Slickwater Fracturing, Food for Thought 

• SPE 138425 – Improving Production in the Eagle Ford Shale 

with Fracture Modeling, Increased Conductivity and Optimized 

Stage and Cluster Spacing Along the Horizontal Wellbore 

• SPE 151128 – Hydraulic Fracture Optimization in 

Unconventional Reservoirs 

• SPE 155779 – Hydraulic Fracture Design and Well Production 

Results in the Eagle Ford Shale:  One Operator’s Perspective 

*Since 2007 



Improve Your Chance of Acceptance 

DO… 

 Get an E&P co-author 

 Organize your thoughts 

 Use simple, direct sentences 

 Use common terminology 

 Present at technically sound story 

 Clearly demonstrate relevance to reviewer 

 Have a colleague review 

 Proofread your proposal!! 

 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 



Improve Your Chance of Acceptance 

DON’T… 

 Be commercial – trade, company or product names 

 This is the “Kiss of Death” 

 “Overwrite”….keep it simple 

 Use poor grammar, broken sentences 

 Use poor English 

 Miss the deadline!!! 
 

 
Author:   Abstract 

        Submission 



• Review Abstract Examples 

Examples 



Examples 



Examples 



Examples 



Other Cautions… 

• Submitting an abstract to multiple venues is prohibited 

– The Abstract will be kicked out of both venues 

– If you want to do this, be sure to make substantial changes to the 

abstract and authors….use caution 

 

• SPE now has a plagiarism checker 
– Primary suspect is usually “self plagiarism” 

• Copying from your own paper 

 

 

 
 



Submitting Your Abstract 

• SPE abstract submission process 

– Follow the instructions 

– Include names & emails of co-authors  
 

• Submit online  follow link from event page or email 

– Word of advice….DO NOT wait until the last minute to first 
login for the first time!! 

 

• Review www.spe.org 

 

 

 

Author:   Abstract 
        Submission 

http://www.spe.org/


Did I Make the Cut? 

Program Committee: 

    Abstracts Rated &                
Program Selected 

 Program Committee rates, ranks and selects papers 

 Objective and impartial 
 

 There are three potential responses 

 Abstract accepted for paper and Presentation 

 Abstract accepted for paper and Alternate/Poster 

 Abstract not accepted – do not despair! 
 

 If an Alternate… 

 Still write paper, goes into OnePetro 

 May be promoted to presentation 
 



Summary 

• Many good reasons to write an SPE paper 

– Yourself, your employers and your colleagues 

• Abstract is critical to acceptance 

– Good title, concise, grammatically correct 

– Co-authors from E&Ps and case studies are beneficial 

• Proofread!!! 

• MEET THE DEADLINES!! 

 



What Will You Write? 

ATCE 2016 is in Dubai 

 Call for Papers deadline was yesterday 

 May extend – still deciding 

 

ATCE 2017 – San Antonio 

ATCE 2018 – Dallas! 

ATCE 2019 – Calgary  

 



Questions? 

terry.palisch@carboceramics.com 

“SPE is YOU…..YOU are SPE” 
- Egbert Imomoh, 2013 SPE President 

  


